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T H E TRUE 


CHRISTIAN METHOD | 


0 F 
Educating the CHILDREN 
| B O . H OF T H E 


RICH AND POOR. 


. 


ACTS xm. 48. 


1 many as Were  Ordained 75 


| [that is, diſpoſed or Prepared for]! 
eternal Life, believed. 


ERAS N thats Words of the Apoſtle 


K 1 7 it is plainly intimated to us, 
t ; * 1*, That there are certain 
e 9 Diſpoſitions necetlary to 

« quality Men for receiving 
„ and believing the e to any ſaving 
„ Fürpoſes. 


— As many as were Ordained to 18 


l for] eternal Life, believed. 


"A 2. Having 


4 The True Chriſtian Method © 
Having made this out, we ſhall then 
Pee: to inquire, 
ne”, « What theſe  Diſpoſitions a are.“ 


III, 6c «© Wit manner of 1 


eis molt proper to imprint them in 
« the Minds of thoſe, to whom. the 


80 « Goſpel 1 is propoſed. Pp ddd 
In Order, 
1. In the Firſt Place, — “ To prevent 


„them from making Shipwreck of the 


6 


A 


Gan which they have embraced. 2 


But I muſt frft obſerve ro you, hat 
this Text has been ſometimes made uſe 
of to favour an Opinion; which, if true, 


would render all Education, with regard 
to another World, entirely uſeleſs. 
The Words Ordained lo eternal Life, 


having been underſtood to mean, that ſuch 
as did not believe the Goſpel to ſaving. 


Purpoſes, it was not their own Fault ; 
They were Ordained not to it, nor to 
that eternal Life to which a true Faith in 


1 Chriſt intitles his Servants ;—— That 
they 


* 
Q 


Faith, which they have once received.“ 


2. And Secondly, — © To oblige them 
« to live according to the Precepts of the 
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they were never effectually called to believe 441 
the Goſpel, and to obey its Laws; That — 
Mũ en are born to unfortunate Ends, and | 

to the Ways that lead to them. 

This has been an old Complaint and Re. 
fuge of Sinners: The Fooliſoneſs of Man, 
faith Solomon, pervertetb bis Way, and his 1 
Heart fretteth againſt the Lord. — As if vl 
God could take Pleaſure in the Deſtruce _ — 
tion or Miſery of his Creatures. An Opi- 
nion ſo abſurd, that I ſhould not ſpend 

one Moment of your Time in confuting 
it, but that it is abſolutely neceſſary, that 
ſuch as are Candidates for Eternity, as 
well as they that have the Care of their 
Education, ſhould ſee the miſchievous 
Conſequence of talling into an Error, 
which would make God the Author of 
Sin; — His Commands unjuſt ; — The 
Holy Scriptures inconſiſtent with them- 
{elves ; —and render all the worthy En- 
deavours of Parents, of Maſters, and of a 
the Societies for Educating of Children, __ 
' uſeleſs, and even ridiculous, _ 1 
We need go no further than two Verſes 
back, to ſee this Error confuted by the 
Apoſtle himſelf: He there tells the Jes, 
Tuhat it was neceſſary, that is, God had ſo 
' appointed it, that the Goſpel ſhould firſt be 
Plreached to them; but that they, by putt- 
& 00) tbe Word of G 'od from them, did, by 
= 84. e that 
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6 The True Chriſtian Method 
that Act, render themſelves unworthy of | 
everlafling Life. 


If tothis weadd, the Declarations which 
God himſelf has made, at he would 


have all Men to be ſaved, and to come tothe 


Knowledge of the Truth; hat he defireth 
not the Death of a Sinner, but that he ſhould 


turn from bis Sin, and be ſaved ;—We ſhall 


lee plainly, that it is in the Power of every 
Soul, by the Grace of God, to be happy; 
provided they put on firm Reſolutions of 


working out their own Salvation with Fear 
and Trembling; that is, with a Concern 


anſwerable to the mn they will otherwiſe 
{uſtain, 5 


We may indeed, as many of the Jews 
did, reject the Counſel of God for our 


Good ; but then our Deſtruction will be 
from Ourſelves, and not from any Decree 
of God's 


't he T ruth is, the Word here wandte 


Or dained, henifies no more than prepared, 


or di/pcjed for eternal Life; and ſo it is 


tran{lated in the Margin of our Bibles; 
That is, They that were well diſpoſed: 


They that feared God, and were afraid for 


themſelves : They that did not reſiſt the 
Counſel and Grace of God; he, when 


the Goſpel was preached to them, very 


Teadily embraced it: While they that lived 
at all * and feared no Evil, 
who 
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who hated Knowledge, and would not 


chooſe the Fear of the Lord, ſuch as theſe 


d not, could not believe, and conſe- 


quently could not be ſaved. 


This premiſed, we now come to con Gder 
the great Truth intimated. in the Text: 


I. That there are certain Diſpoſitions 
« neceſſary to fit Men for receiving the 
« © Golpe] to any ſaving Purpoles,” 


Thus it was propheſied of the Meſh, 
before he appeared in the Fleſh, (Iſaiah | 
Ixi. 1.) and foretold who would, and who 


would not receive him. 


The Lord hath anointed me to preach good 


Tidings unto the Meek ; — for they would re- 


.ceive his Meſſage; whey bind up the broken- 
hearted ;—for they would be glad of Help 
and Comfort ;o preclaim Liberty to the 
Captives, for they, and they only, who 
- ſhould be ſenſible of their Bondage, * 
be glad to be ſet at Liberty. 


Accordingly, when our Lord did come, 


Ti invited ſuch to be his Hearers, to whom 
he knew his Doctrine would be accept- 
able: Come unto me, all ye that labour and 


are heavy laden, and I will refreſh you. 


And when he was reproached for con- 


verſing with Sinners, he only gave this 


Anſwer; They that are whole need not a 
n ctan, but they that are ſick : 4 came nat 
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to call the Rees but Sinners to Repent- 
ance. 


Why, were not they all Sinners? 
Ves. - But that which is intimated in 
this Anſwer, is this, that there are Sinners 


who are not at all ſenſible of their bad 


Condition: And their Condition, for that 
very Reaſon, is the more deplorable, be- 


cauſe they would not look out for Help; 
while ſuch as feared God, and were in 


Fear for themſelves, were exceedingly 
pleaſed to hear our Lord declare, that 


he came from God, to ſeek and lo ſave that a 


which was loſt, Luke xix. 10. 
Theſe, and theſe only, heard him with 


5 Patience; conſidered "the Tendency of 
his Doctrine; examined his Miracles with- 
out Prejudice, and were at laſt convinced, 
That he was indeed a Teacher come from 

God; That be had the Words of eternal 

Life; and that he made known Things 


of the greateſt Concern to them. 


They therefore embraced his Doctrine, 


and reſolved to obey his Laws. 


The Apoſtles followed their Maſter in 
this exactly, and propoſed the Goſpel to 
ſuch as were previouſly diſpoſed to receive 


it, —Ihoever among you feareth God, to you 


ts the Word of this Salvation ſent, Acts 
 xiti, 26, And ſuch, and fuch only, did 


receive it. 


The 
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The CENTUR10N, amongſt others, was 
an Inſtance of this, and of God's Purpoſe 
and Goodnels to all ſuch as improve that 
Light and Grace which he vouchlafes them. 

He was a devout Man, feared God, gave 


much” Alms, and prayed to God continually. , 


and, being thus prepared for greater Mer- 


cies, God, by a Providence extraordinary, 
brought irn to the Knowledge of the 
Goſpel. 


On the other hand, we find too many 


of the Fews ſo prejudiced againſt Chriſt, 
and his Doctrine, that nothing could con- 
vince them, no, not Miracles themſelves. 
A remarkable Inſtance of this we have 
in the iv Chapter of this Book of the 
Acls of the Apoltles. a 


The Apoſtles having cured a Man that 
was lame from his Mother” s Womb; and 


this only by ſaying the Word, and it was 
done; A ſure Proof that God was with 
them, becauſe this was the very Way by 
which He had created the Heavens, and the 


Earth, 


The Scribes and the Phariſees ſaw this, 


Wie cannot, ſay they, deny it; neither 
could they fay, that the Doctrine the Apo- 
ſtles-preached was unworthy of God. And 
what was the Conſequence of this? 
Why, indeed, a very ſtrange one ;— 


They ordered them not to ſpeak any more in 


„ the 
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the Name of Chriſt, (that very Name by 
which the Man had been made whole ;) 
and threatened them l if they 
ſhould do ſo. | 
Which Hiſtory will be an eternal Teſti- 
mony againſt thoſe who are ever calling 
for more Evidence, and making Objec- 


tions againſt received Truths; when it is 


plainly their own Ohſtinacy, their Preju- 
dice, or their WVickedneſs, which hinders 
them from perceiving the Truth ; that 
Truth which is worthy of all Men to be re- 
ceived; the Intereſt of all Men to embrace 
it; and which having been ſo clearly re- 
vealed, and abundantly confirmed, leaves 
a Ny Men without Excuſe, who ſhall reject 
| For, after all, reject it Men will, if 
their Minds are not prepared to receive it. 
If our Goſpel, ſaith the Apoltle, be hid, 
7f it will not be received; it is hid tothem 
that are leſt : — Mbom the God of this 
Morld has blinded, 2 Cor. iv. 3. | 
So that it can never be an Objection | 
againſt the Chriſtian Religion, that 40 
Men, ſo ſoon as the Goſpel is preached to 
them, do not /ee the Truth, and claſe with 
its moſt gracious Offers of Pardon and Hap- 
pineſs: For if Men are not diſpaſed to 
be ſerious; if they are engaged in ſinful 
Courſes; if they hun that Light which 
would facco them to themſelves; and bee 
| | Ole 
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thole Means which God has ordained for 
their Converſion; — it is no wonder they 


do not, nay, it is impoſſible they ſhould, 


believe the Golpel, 
And this comes to pals, not by any fatal 


Decree of God, but trom an utter Indiſpo- 
ſition to hearken to the Truth, and to ſee 


their Intereſt in it. It is riod alſo 
buy a Cuſtom of acting againſt Reaſon and 


Conſcience; by leading a Lite contrary 


to Holineſs ; by grieving the Holy Spirit 


of God, by which they had been ſanctiſied; 
and by making it their Choice not to ſee 


the bad Conlequence of a Life ſpent in 


lenorance and Sin. 
For this Reaſon it is, that Children are 


the moſt proper Subjects of an Education 
which regards another Life : Before they 


have been ſuffered to grow wild; before 


their Souls ſhall have been polluted, their 
Senles depraved, their Minds and Memo» 
ries corrupted. by evil Principles, and evil 
Examples ;—for, when it is s with them, 


we {hall find it the hardeſt Thing in the 
Worlu, to perſuade them even to hear what 
we have to lay on the Part of Religion. 


Whereas they, who have the Happincſs 


of being reſtrained betimes, and traiucd 
up in the Fear of God, will bear, and r2- 


ceive with Meekneſs the ingrafted Word, 


which is able to ſave their Souls, 


And: 
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12 The True Chriſtian Method 
And it is for this Reaſon, that the great 


Enemy of Souls has, of late, been moſt in- 


defatigably induſtrious; and has ſet all his 


Agents at work, to vilify and decry this 


Method of Inſtruction, and the CHAR IT Y / 
SCHOOLS 3 Which are deſigned to give the 
Children of the Poor an early Knowledge 
of Godt and of their Duty, before Sin and 


Hell have got Dominion over them. 
But this ſhould not diſcourage thoſe who 
are engaged in that good Work; a Work, 


which if it had not been of God, it wool. 


have come to nought long ere this: conſi- 
dering the Malice of Satan, and the reſt- 


leſs Endeavours of his Inſtruments, to 
bring an evil Report upon it; whieh, in- 
ſtead of mak ing us uneaſy, or weary in 

Well doing, will only oblige us to conſider 


with Attention, what has, or can be ob- 


jected againſt theſe Schools of PlETYV; 
and to reſolve to uſe our utmoſt Endea- 


vours to make them effectually anſwer all 


the Ends of Charity propoſed by thoſe 


that manage, and by thoſe that ſhall contri- 
bute towards ſupporting them. 


Now, as we are ſincere Advecates for this 


Charity, {o muſt we be faithful Monitors, 


and always put you in mind, that the firſt 


and great Deſign of thoſe Schools, is to 
make Children Chriſtians in Deed, as well 


as in Name; Jets not knowing, or not 
feeling 


of Eduraling Children. 13 
feeling the Power of Religion in their 
Souls, they fall into the Vices of the Age, 


and become a Scandal to their Education, 
and a real Grief and Offence to all that 


have contributed towards carrying it on. 

My Meaning is this: Children may be, 
and often have been taught the general 
Truths and Duties of Chriſtianity, without 
any great Good following, for want of 


ſuch previous Knowledge and Diſpoſitions 


as we have been ſpeaking of, ſuch as are 
_ neceſſary to fit them for receiving the 
Truth in the Love of it. 


IT. «© What this Knowledge, 3 theſe 


<< Diſpoſitions are, We now come to con- 
: (c ſider.“ 79 


8. 1. And frſt. cla the Fear of Cod is 


the Beginning of Wiſdom ;, „ fo are the Fear 
„of God, and the Knowledge of our- 
e ſelves, the Foundation of ſaving F aith 
„ in Jeſus Chriſt.” 


To you that fear God, faith the Prophet, 


he will ariſe wwith Healing in bis Wings, 
Mal. iv. 2. 


He may deed be ſeen by others” but 


be comes with Healing in bis Wings to 
thoſe only who fear God. 


Jieſus cried, I, any Man thirſt, let bin 
come unto me and drin: Plainly intimating, 
Thar — muſt have a Senſe of their 


2 Wants; * 
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Wants; they muſt have an Appetite, be- 
fore they can ſo much as think of going 
to the living Waters to quench their Thirſt. 


T hou ſay eſt, ſaith the Spirit, (Rev. iii. 17.) 


That I am rich; and knoweſt not that thou 


art wretched, and miſerable, and poor, and 
blind, and naked. 

A fad Condition indeed, to be miſerable 
without knowing it, and conlequently with- 
out any Inclination to look out for Help. 

But then, is not this the Caſe of the 


greateſt Part of Mankind? And ought. 


not the Cure of this Malady to begin here? 


Eſpecially with reſpect to Thoſe, who are 


profeſſedly taken in hand to be delivered 


from this State of Blindneſs and Miſery 2 


Should, not this be our lirlt and great 
Concern ? ? 


« To plant the Fear of God. in their 


„Hearts betimes;“ namely, 


Buy giving them a juſt and diſtin. 
Knowledge of God, and his Attributes: 
By making them ſenſible of the Rela- 


tion they bear to him; and that they are 


accountable to his Juſtice tor every thing 


they do: 


By explaining to them the Condition 


they are brought int, by the Fall of our 
firſt Parents : 


By ſhewing them to themſelves, and 
convincing them from their own Reaſon 


- and 
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and Experience, „ That Things are 


« wretchedly amiſs with them.“ 
That they are by Nature under he 
Power and Dominion of Sin; and thar, 


if they were left to themſelves, they would 


o on to obey it to their eternal Ruin: 
That People need not be at Pains to 


make themſelves miſerable; for they will 
be ſo of courſe, if they make no Reſiſtance. 


In ſhort, By making them e and fee! 


the ſad Eſtate they are 1n without the 


Bleſſing of a REpeEMER, we ſhall lay a 


good Foundation for ſaving Knowledge. 
Bur if that be neglected, the general Duties 


of the Chriſtian Religion may be taught 


without Effect; and They who hear them, 


may live in a formal Profeſſion of Chril- 
tianity all their Days, and die in a Condi— 
tion not better than that of Infidels, 
Do but attend to what I am going to 
fay, and you will be convinced, that this 
is the lixelieſt, if not the only Way, both ro 


convert, and to confirm them in the Ways 


of Religion and Virtue; namely, 


To open their Eyes, that they may ſee 


with whom they have to do; and that they 


may perceive how unworthy they are of 
the leaſt of the Mercies God deſigns for 


them; and how liable they are to be for 
ever undone, if they Are not careful for 

themſelves. | | | 
For 
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16 The True Chriſtian Method 
For Firſt, This is the likelieſt Way to 
convert them; | 

By bringing them to a Seriouſneſs of 
Temper, than which nothing is more ne- 
ceſſary to a true Converſion. _ 

By repreſenting to their Minds Things 
of the greateſt Concern, to them, The 
Value of their Souls, which they ought not 
to hazard, though they were to get the 
whole World. 

The Happineſs they are made for, and 
the Miſery they may bring upon them- 


ſelves, if they ſhall oppoſe God's gracious 


Defign towards them. 
The Conſideration of theſe Things often 
ſet before them, will not ſuffer them to be 
indifferent; they will learn to be afraid 
for themſelves; and they will conſider with 
Attention what i is their true Intereſt, and 
what they muſt do to be ſaved, © Fear being 
e that Paſſion which God makes ule of to 
« make all his other Graces effectual.“ 
Even Noah himſelf, as great as his 
Faith was, ſtood in need of this Paſſion, to 
make him do what God had commanded 
him to ſave himſelf from periſhing :;— 
Moved with Fear, ſaith the Apoſtle, he 
prepared an Ark 112 the ſaving of bis Maut, 
Heb. ix. 7. 
FS. 2. Beſides, it-is this Dijpoſ tion which 
mult n ake them fir 99 of God's 


1 | Grace 
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Grace and Compaſlion : —To this Man 


vill T look, faith the Lord, even to him that 


trembleth at my Word, Iſa. IXV1.. 2. 
F. 3. If to this we add, that it is this 


Grace, and this only, that can make Re- 
pentance and a religious Lite leſs diſcou- 


raging and burdenſome, than they are apt 


to appear to an unregenerate Mind; we 


ſhall ſtill ſee more reaſon to preſs it upon 


thoſe whom we are about to inſtruct unte 


eternal Life : that is, 
To deny themſelves a great many 


Things, for which they are naturally very 


— — 


fond; Lo mortify their Luſts and Affec- 


tions, which are as dear to them as their 


Lives; To take up the Croſs, even be- 


fore it is laid upon them. Theſe are Du- 
ties which corrupt Nature would avoid, 


if God, by putting his Fear into their 


Hearts, did not ew them the Danger, 
and the Neceſſity of doing any thing to 


eſcape it. 


And here one cannot but wadder at 
thoſe who, for the moſt part, forgetting 


this only ſure Argument of Converſion, 
do hope to perſuade People to forſake 


their Sins, and lead a religious Life, by 


Arguments purely Moral, or on account 
of worldly Inconveniencies : as, 


You will ruin your Reputation, your 


Health, your Eſtate; Tu" will difoblige 
your 1 On 


18 The True Chriſtian Method 


On the other hand, VIRTUE 1s 1Ts own. 
REWARD: How honourable is it to be 
Juſt to one's Mord, and true in one's Deal- 
ings! — How unworthy a rational Man to 
live like a Beaſt! 5 

One may very well cuellion whether 
any Man, ever ſince the Fall of Adam, 
was converted by Arguments of this Na- 
ture alone. Alas! our corrupt Hearts 
will eaſily get over every thing that can 
be ſaid, which only regards his World — 
But Who can be ſo hardy as to ſlight er- 
nal Nuin; or to deſpiſe His Power and. 

His Diſpleaſure, who can deſtroy both Body 
and Soul in Hell; when repreſented in 
Terms ſuited to the Capacities of thoſe 
to whom we ſpeak, and hoy u pon 
them with becoming Seriouſneſs? 

It is for this Reaſon, and becauſe of 
ourſelves we have 1o little Inclination to 
conſider, as well as little Power to choo/e 
what 1s good, —That God in his holy 
Word, both in the Old and New Teſta— 
ment, has ſo frequently ſet before us the 
Terrors of the Lord, and of the World to 
come;—That he has made known to us 
the certain miſerable Portion of the Wick- 
ed in a future State; in order to awaken. 
us; To fill our Hearts with Fears of fu- 
ture Evils, while we continue impenitent; 
—To make us ſerious; to make the Plea- 

ſures 
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ſures of the World leſs palatable,. - To 
break the Power of Temptations; or, in 


one Word, — Poe us for eternal 
Life. 


Neither, ſecondly, is it of leſs Uſe to 


confirm them in the 1 8 ta of VigTue 


and Piety, 


For it will repreſent to their Minds the 
Dangers they have eſcaped; the ſad Con- 


dition they had been in, had not God 
vouchſafed them the Grace of Repent- 
ance; which will be a Means of curing 
them of that Careleſſneſs and Preſump- 


tion that are the Ruin of an infinite Num- 


ber of Souls. 

And ſceing the Circumſtances of this 
Life, as well as the Commands of Jeſus 
Chriſt, require that Chriſtians ſhould be 
always upon their Guard, nothing but a 
oreat Fear of miſcarrying could reconcile 


them to a Duty ſo uneaſy to Fleſh and 
Blood. | 


Bur, above all Things, this Fear wil 


create, in young People, a Tenderneſs of 


Conſcience; than which nothing will be 


of greater Uſe in the whole Courſe of their 
Lives to preſerve them from falling. 
Temprations may be ſudden ; They 


may not always have Time to conſider 
the evil Tendency of Actions may not 
always know what their Duty requires of 


them + 2 
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them — But, if their Conſcience is tender 


and awake, they will be ſure to keep at 
the greateſt Diſtance from every Thing 


they have Reaſon to fear may offend God; 
which will often ſerve inſtead of Time to 
conſider; inſtead of Knowledge to direct; 
inſtead of Friends to adviſe with 1 in Time 
of Danger. 

Beſides thele, there is one other good 
Effect this Fear will have upon thoſe who 
are early poſſeſſed of it.— “ It will oblige 
them to live in a conſtant, Dependence 
„ upon God.” — To be ever looking 
up to him for Pardon and Grace, for 
Light and Afiiſtance, for Protection 


againſt their Adverſaries, and againſt that 


Security, the Fruits of which are—Neglt- 
gence, —a bold venturing upon Tempta- 
tions, — a wicked Life, —and a bepmbate : 


Mind. 


I will only add, Thar this Method of 
Education appears to me to be—* The 


very ſhorteſt Way of giving Children 


a thorough Knowledge of their Duty 
« both to God and Man.” 85 

For, beſides this, That it gives God 
« the firſt Poſſeſſion of their Hearts,” 


(which is, ſure, no ſmall Advantage) —It 
determines their Choice betimes; makes 
them afraid of the Dangers that ſurround 
them; and gives them an Abhorrence of 


thoſe 
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thoſe Vices, which are ſo dangerous even 
to be acquainted wich; and which one 
needs but once taſte of, to become for 
ever Slaves to them. 

But then, if we conſider the Age, ark 
the flow Capacities of thoſe we have to 
deal with; — The many Precepts of the 
Goſpel ; And the different Circumſtan- 
ces of Life, wherein they are to be ap- 
plied; we ſhbuld utterly deſpair of giv- 
ing them a full Sight and Knowledge of 
their Duty, had not God directed us to 
this Hort Method: To teach them firſt 
of all to fear him; which will ſupply the 
Want of a great deal of Learning; a good 

Memory. and a great deal of Time, —which 

every body cannot be Maſter of. 
S8 s that Natural Conſcier ce, the gene- 
ral Rules of Religion, as they are ſummed 
up in our Catechiſm, and which every 
body may learn; Theſe, aſſiſted by the 
Fear of God, will be ſufficient to direct 
any Chriſtian, in any State of Life, in 
which the Providence of God ſhall place 
him. 

And indeed, as it is but too ſure — 
that very many make a Shife, with good 
Parts, and a great deal of Learning, to be 
eternally ruined ; fo, to the Praiſe of God 
be it ſaid, we often ſee many poor People, 
with very {mall Attainments, but who 


have ; 
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have been bred up in the Fear of God,— 


As true Lovers of God ;—as careful not 


to offend him ; as conſtant and devout 
in worſhipping him ;—as juſt and conſci- 
entious in their Dealings with Men; — 
and as ſober and temperate in their Lives; 
and, conſequently, have as-good a Title 
to the Bleſſings of Paradiſe, and the King 
dom of Heaven, as they that have had 
the greateſt Advantages of Learning and 
Education. 

In ſhort, “ This Pa bd being once 
well laid, all other Chriſtian Graces and 
Virtues will follow of courſe. 

We ſhall , God proportionably to 
the Mercies we are ſenſible we have re- 
ceived from him, and the Dangers from 
which he has delivered us; we ſhall hope 
for all favourable Allowances from Him, 
whom we know we fear and love: _ 
We ſhall honour him, and every Thing 
that relates to him; and we ſhall ſerve 


him truly all our Days: a 


— LY 
A * — 
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And being convinced, that God has 
made the Love of our Neighbour a Proof 
of our Fear and Love of him, we ſhall 
always be afraid of doing any of thoſe 
Things to others, which he hates, and 
has forbidden. 

Laſtly, Knowing that our Bodies are 
the 7 of che living God, we ſhall 


he a an Hora - 


endeayour | 


endeavour to keep them holy and unde- 
filed, as the Temples of God ſhould be; 
and mall always be afraid of profaning 
and polluting them, and of doing any of 
thoſe vile Things which may drive the 
Spirit of God from his Temple, and leave 
it to be poſſeſſed by Devils. 
But I muſt not tire your Patience; 
and therefore I proceed, in the off ©1600, 
to eee 


. What Manner of 3 is 
< molt proper to imprint the Fear of God 


„ in the Hearts of thoſe whom we un- 
c dertake to inſtruct; In order, To pre- 
„ vent them, if pollible, from making 


„ Shipwreck of the Faith which they 


have once received; and to oblige them 


<« to live according to the Precepts of the 


< Goſpel which they: have embraced. 5 


There is indeed.ione: Truth, which; if 


it could be believed, could make Peo- 


ple more deſirous to learn their Duty, than 
any body could be to teach them, and 


that is, 
„That avikxrvous eee is really 


< preferable to all the Wealth and other 


« Advantages of the World, without it.“ 
But, foraſmuch as this will very hardly 
be received, we mult take another Method, 
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and endeavour to poſſeſs Peoples Hearts 
with the Fear of God, and a Fear for them- 
| ſelves, in order to prevail with them to 
lead a Godly and a Chriſtian Life. = 
We Hull, for Inſtance, ſet before them 


mimte Power and NMajeſiy of that God with 


whom they have to do; — That all his 
Laws are holy, juſt, and good; phat there- 
fore he expects Obedience to them 
That he /ees all their Actions, hears al! 
their Words, and knows the very T houghts 
of their Hearts; That though he is in- 
finitely good and merciful, yet That be can 
be angty with Sinners, and ſeverely too; 
as is plain from the many Judgments re- 
corded in Scripture for our Example; 
and, that he will call all Men to an Ac- 
count for the Talents he has given them. 
That not only wicked, but unprofitable 
Seryants, will then be puniſned. That 
therefore, / is a fearful'Thing to fall into 
the/Hands of ide living God. And that 
God has made theſe Truths known to 
them, on purpoſe that they may not ruin 
themſelves eternally. 
Let them therefore be taught to Jive 
always as in the Preſence of God; as the 
molt effectual Way to preſerve in their 
Hearts a Senſe of their Dependence upon 
him. — Walk before me, and be thou per- 
; ſee. is a Rule * by ds bimfelf — 
| it | 
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It is a Rule that the moſt Ignorant will be 
able to apply in all che Circumſtances of 


Life; and the moſt Learned cannot have 
a better. 
Jou are ever in the Preſence of G04; 
He is preſent therefore to puniſh you, if 
you break his Laws; He is pre/ent to 
reward you, if you do your beſt to pleaſe 
him; He is preſent to aſſiſt you, when 
you want Help; He is preſent to defend 
you againſt all your Adverſaries: So that 


LirE and DEATH are /et before you. 
They are then to be made acquainted 


with their own Condition; what they are 


by Nature; - what they would be, if left 


intirely to themſelves; — what they may 
' hope for, by giving themſelves up to 
God; —and what will certainly be the 
4 Conſequence of their living without God 
in the World, 


"That ther dre. by Nature born. in Sin, 


ee and the Children of Wrath,” is what they 
often hear, and often repeat: But then 


they ſhould know— That 70 be born in Sin, 


is to come into the World a Creature in 
whom God can take no Pleaſure: 


A Creature, in which are the Seeds of 
all manner of Wickedneſs, ready to ſpring 


up, and bring him to Deſtruction both of 


Soul and Body : 


8 5.10 


— 


26 The True Cbriſtian Method 
A Creature not able to help himſelf 
out of this ſad Eſtate : . 

And that yet he muſt be delivered out 
of this Eſtate before he leaves this World, 


or he will remain under the Power of ever- 


laſting DEArn, and everlaſting Miszrv. 
And they ought to Know further. — 

That they are not only ꝰ'rn in Sin, but by 
converſing with others as corrupt as them- 
ſelves, they will become ſtill more wicked 
the longer they live, and more offenſive 
to God, if not reſtrained by his Grace, 
It will be eaſy to convince them of this, 


by obliging them to conſider thoſe many 
People over whom Sin and Satan have 
got the Dominion; How they are Slaves 


to the moſt unreaſonable Paſſions ;—wwho 
having ſold themſelves to work Wickedneſs, 
they are at laſt come to that pals, hat they 
cannot ceaſe from Sin: So that neither the 
Fear of temporal nor eternal Puniſhments 
can reſtrain them. 


Then let them ſee the Folly of that ied A 
common Deluſion; That it is impoſſible 


they ſhould ever fall into the abominable 


Sins they ſee, and every Day hear others 


guilty of. —A Delufion that has been the 
Ruin of an infinite Number of Souls. 
Let them know therefore, that nobody 
ever was extremely gracsleſs and wicked 


all at once hat one Sin makes Way | 
for 
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for and brings on another; — That every 
one who lives in any known Sin, is ad- 
vancing to a State of Atheiſm, of wiſhing 


that there were no God, and at laſt of /iv- 


ing as if there were none ;—That they 


are of the very ſame Race and Make witlr 
thoſe very People, whoſe Wickednefles 


they are aſtoniſhed at ; and that the ſame 
evil Spirit that tempted them to thole 
Abominations, is ever walking about like 
a roaring Lion, ſeeking wwhom he may be 


permitted to devour. 


Laſtly, Let this Truth be often incul- 
cated, That we are not ſo much Maſters 


«or ourſelves as we are apt to imagine.“ 
Governed we muſt be, either 'by the 
Spirit of God, or by an evil Spirit And 


that whenever Men grieve the Holy Spirit, 


and provoke him to withdraw his Protec- 


tion, that Moment Satan takes them un- 


der his Power, and, as theScriptures ſpeak, 


Leads them captive at his Will. 


Theſe Conſiderations, if any thing, will 


make young People afraid for themſelves, 
eſpecially if they are often put in mind, 


that a very few Years will determine their 


Fate for ever, and they will be happy or 


miſerable to all Eternity. 


But will not this way of dealing with 


Children make them N Poe 
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By no means, —It may make them /z- 
71045, and that they ought to be; and they 
ought to be fo betimes, leſt they never 
be 19 as long as they live. 

That which makes People melancholy, 
1s. — when they have wrong Apprehen- 
ſions of God; as if he had ordained then 
for Miſery; or when they are ſhewn the 
Danger they are in, without he Way to 
eſcape. 

This indeed would be a ready Way to 
drive them to Deſpair. 
But when at the ſame Time that they 

ſee the bad Eſtate they are in by Nature, 
they are made to underſtand the gracious 
| Goodneſs of God in the Manner of their 
Redemption; — How he ſent his only Son 
to take our Nature upon him, in order 
to deliver us from this State of Sin and 

Miſery; _ | 
That he is in aum reconciling the Warld 
unto bimſelf ;—That for his Sake he will 


_ overlook the Untowaradneſs of our Nature; | 


 —Reſtore us to his Favour ; Give us 
all che Aids neceflary to do what he re- 

vires of us; and that if we continue to 
ſerve him faithfully all our Days, he will 
make us happy for ever ;—There will 


then be no Reaſon for Aalen much | 


leis for Henan = 
But — 
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But on the contrary : They that are 
thus inſtructed, will eaſily perceive the 
Reaſonableneſs and the Neceſſity of all the 
Duties which Chriſtianity requires of them, 
and will readily cloſe with them, when- 
ever they are propoſed to them. 
They will ſee, for Inſtance, and be ſen- 
ſibly affected with, the Love and Kind- 
neſs of God in touching their Hearts with 
a Senſe of the Danger they were in; which 
muſt needs be very great, ſince “ none 


but the Son of God could deliver them.” 
They will highly value the Favour of 
their Deliverance, as they will have Reaſon 
to do; and this will very naturally lead 


them to love the Lord their God with all 
their Heart; and to do what they believe 
will pleaſe him, though it ſhould be con- 


trary to their own Inclinations. 


When they ſhall be convinced, as they 


ought to be, that God requires Obedience 
to his Laws, for this Reaſon only, that 
we may not be miſerable, they will avoid 


every Sin he has forbidden, not becauſe 
it is ſcandalous, or puniſhable by Man, but 


becauſe it will diſpleaſe God; and becauſe 


it will utterly unfit them for Heaven and 


Happineſs. | 
When once they have been made enßk⸗ . 


ble, what little Power they had to deliver 


themſelves out of that lad Eſtate 1 in which 
| B * a 
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Sin had involved them, they will ſee it 
highly reaſonable to give all the Glory of 
their Deliverance to God; and to calt 
themſelves intirely upon him for Grace 
and Strength to carry them through all 
future Difficulties and Dangers. 
And this will very naturally lead them 
to pray lo him continually, to deliver them 
Strom a corrupt World, infinite Errors, 
and moſt powerful Enemies, which they are 
lure to meet with in 97 Way to Hea- 
ven. 5 
11 they have been made truly ſenſible = 
af the Corruption, the Weakneſs, and the 
Inconſtancy of their Nature, and that Sa- 
tan is ever ready to tempt them to their 
Ruin, they will fee and acknowledge the 
Reaſonableneſs, and the abſolute Neceſſity 
of Moertification and Self-denial, of watch- 
ing and walking warily all their Days. 
Whenever they are in Danger of tranſ 
 greſſing, they will be put in mind of the 
Fad Condition of that Man in the Goſpel, 
whom our Lord has mentioned for our 
Warning, to whom an Evil Spirit, after 
he had been turned out, returned with 
ſeven other Spirits more wicked than bim- 
ſelf; ſo that the laſt Eſtate of that Man 
was worſe than the firſt. 
And having been often told, as ; they 
. be, that whenever he Spirit of God 
forſakes 


forſakes them, an Evil Spirit will take the 
Government of them; and that every 
wilful Sin ſets them further out of God's 
Favour, and gives the Devil ſtill more 
Power over them; - Whenever they ſhall 
have done amils, they will immediately 
aſs Pardon, that they may not put them- 
elves out of God's Protection. ; 
In one Word, they will not look upon 
Chriſtianity as a State of Jaleneſs; but 
conſider it, as indeed it is, a State of 


Trial, in which they are placed for a very 


ſhort while, in order to be reſtored to the 
Image of God, in which they were at firit 


created; and that if they loſe this Oppor- 


tary; they may be for ever undone. 


And when they lee ſo many about them 
in the very Way of Perdition, they will 


bleſs God for the happy Providence, and 
for all thoſe whom he has made Inſtru- 
ments of their Converſion, — Before evi 
Habits were become a ſecond Nature. — 
Before evil Converſation had corrupted their 
Manners, or evil 0 na their Principles. 


31S 5 And it is «ich to be withed, that 
they, who ſtand charged with the Educa- 
tion of thoſe of better Circumſtances, would 


ſeriouſly conſider, whether it is not for 


want of laying this Foundation, for want 
of pong their Souls betimes with the 
Fear 
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Fear of God, and with a Concern for their 
everlaſting Welfare, that that Learning, 
and other Accompliſhments, which are in— 
tended to qualify them for paſſing through 


the World with Reputation and Advan- 


tage, do only prove a greater Snare to 
them. 

For it is too plain to be denied, and 
much to be lamented, that very many of 


thoſe whom God has diſtinguiſhed by Ho- 


nours, liberal Education, and great Eſtates, 
are extremely corrupted by theſe Advan- 
tages.—They are often too earned to be 
inſtructed by their proper Teachers Foo 
great to be reproved when they are in an 


Error; Too high to ſubmit to the Laws 
of theGoſpel;—or too much taken up with 


the Affairs of this World, to be ſeriouſly 


concerned for that which is to come. 


And all this for want of being firſt in- 
ſtructed in the Fear of God; and the Dan- 
gers they are expoled to, if they ſhould 
be ſo unhappy as to follow their own In- 
clinations : | 

For want of being humbled with the 
Knowledge of the Majeſty of God, who 


putteth down one, and ſetteth up another : 


For want of knowing the Dangers and 
the Temptations of an high Eftate: _ 
For want of being convinced, that they 
are as much ſubject to the Laws of Chriſt, 

2 and : 
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and as liable to be eternally ruined, if they 
are not ſo, as the meaneſt on Earth: 
For want of being often told, —< That 
„ the more they have, the more they are 
de to anſwer for: 

And, laſtly, — For want of being made 
ſenſible of the vi'e Ingratitude of living 
only to diſhonour their great Benefactor. 

We are obliged to ſay it again; It is 


the Want of this kind of Inſtruction, that 
is the Source of that Corruption which 
ſpreads itſelf ſo univerſally; — While a /u- 


Perficial Knowledge of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, of the Commands of God, and of 


the Way of worſhipping ag is called 6. 


Chrijtian Education. 


And therefore it much concerns All, to 


ſee that their Children be taught in the 


firſt place to fear God; to know, and to be 


afraid for themſelves, and of his Fudgments. 
And then we might hope to ſee a Num- 
ber of young People, ſober and ſerious in 
their Behaviour ;—And when grown up, 

peaceable in their Lives, upright in their 


Dealings; obedient to their Governors; 


and Examples of Piety to all about them. 
For indeed, It is true Religion that 
«© muſt ſupport the State ;** not only as 
it is a Means of averting God's Judg- 
ments, but as it is the moſt effectual Means 


of 8 Men within the Bounds of 
Duty 
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Duty and Obedience; “ The Fear of God 
« being the only ſure Principle of Loy- 
% alty to be depended on.” 

8 Fear of Death itſelf being but a 

or Reſtraint, in Compariſon of the Dread 
f God's Diſpleaſure, when once the Heart 
is poſſeſſed with a juſt Senſe of it. 

And if ever we ſhall be ſo happy as. 
to have the Generality of our Youth thus. 
educated, the Civil Government will ſoon 
find its Intereſt in it. 

They that ſhall be taught to fear Gop, 
_ will as ſurely honour the King, and them 

that are put in Authority under him. 
Men will obey them that have the Rule 
over them, not only for IW/rath, for fear of 
temporal Puniſhment,—4#z for Conſeience 
Sake, — for fear of offending Goch. 

The Sacredneſs of Oaths will be more 

regarded And Chriſtians will Audy to be 
quiet, and to do their own. Buſineſs, and 

leave the Government of the World to 
thoſe on whom the Providence of God 
has laid that Burden. 

And though the Corruption of human 
Nature will always make Laws, and Civil 
Penalties, and Magiſtrates to put them in 
Execution, and to decree Juſtice, neceſ- 
ſary; yet this Burden will become every 


Day lighter ;— 
8 When 


When the Number of untaug bt and un- 
diſciplined People ſhall be leſſened; 

When Subjects ſhall become peaceable, 25 
becauſe of the Oath of God which is upon 
hem; — When Men ſhall make it their 
Choice to be juſt one to another, knowing 
the Account they muſt one Day give;—and, 
being convinced, that this is not the World 
they were made for, when they ſhall be 


afraid of loſing the eternal Happineſs of 
the next, by being too paſſionately fond 


of this. 

In ſhort, here is no governing the 
outward, withoot firſt governing the in- 
ward Man Out of the Heart, ſaith our 
Saviour, proceed evil T vont bs, Murders, 
Adulteries, Thefts, falſe Mi eps, Blypbe 
mies, &c. Matt. xv. 19. 

Now where the Fear of Ged is, there! is 


no Room for any of theſe to enter; and 


this is the Reaſon that I have with ſo much 


Earneſtneſs, and, I am afraid, Tediouſ- 
neſs, recommended @ Method of Education, 


which, if religiouſly purſued, would in all 
Probability promote theſe great Ends; — 


The Glory of God—The Good of Mankind 
he Happineſs of this Life—And the 


Blelings of the World's to come, Amen. 


1 7 N18. 
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